THE CHILDREN’S CENTER

OF

1400 WHITNEY AVENUE, HAMDEN CT 06517
From Selma N. Ward, Chief Executive Officer
Greetings and welcome to the autumnal season of 2020. All things become
anew with a change in time. The summer quarter saw a change in leadership as
Dan Lyga retired from 35 years of commitment and service, to my tenure. As such, the
focus has been about introducing myself to the team and letting them learn about my
style, my expectations, and me. Taking walks...when I can...around campus to speak
with team members, I found to be enlightening and insightful.
A change in season, a change in leadership…this has certainly been an interesting
year. Notwithstanding are events from a systemic change in how care is provided due
to a viral pandemic that sent shockwaves around the world. These happenings, grand
in scope, were no less impactful to the Children’s Center of Hamden. My first few
months have been engaged with epidemic management, program strategy, and planning. None of these
could be accomplished without the strength and solidarity of the management team. I’m blessed to have
a team of such forte and sustenance to actuate the goals and objectives of this agency.
We have an incredible team of caregivers.
An important item to note in this quarter’s correspondence is that the Children’s Center of Hamden
has identified five core values. These core values align with the mission and vision of the agency
and will be the foundation for every segment of the work we do. Our core values are identified as
Excellence, Respect, Service, Positivity, and Compassion.
Be well, be kind, and take care of one another.

COVID-19 motivates many to ask,

“How can I help?”
During the surge of the pandemic approximately 40 individuals
continued to receive services on The Children’s Center campus,
not able to visit with family or leave the agency. Outpatient,
Day Treatment and Whitney Hall school provided remote services
and continue to offer this option, as well as in-person classes and
appointments. Thanks to a team of dedicated essential employees
the children remain healthy. And while we all heard the message
to social distance, many in the community asked,
“How can I help?” We thank you!
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BECOME A STAR...
A “STAR” is any person, business or group
who wants to brighten the life of a child
at The Children’s Center of Hamden.
The girls and boys are making their wish lists
of the gifts and activities they would enjoy
during the holiday season. You can make
a wish come true by becoming a STAR!
Please send a contribution payable
“The Children’s Center of Hamden” to
STAR, 1400 Whitney Ave, Hamden CT 06517
or donate by credit card on our website
www.tccoh.org
Donations in any amount are most appreciated,
$100 recommended

AND MAKE A WISH
COME TRUE!
Members of the Senior Leadership Team wear masks to help
“How can I help?”
mitigate the spread of COVID-19
asked Phoebe Styron, Hamden resident. Phoebe recognized an
PLEASE “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK
AND “SHARE” WITH OTHERS!

opportunity to connect people in the community with those
enrolled in programs at the Center and is forming an Auxiliary!
The groups first project will help make holiday wishes come
true. To join and/or help the auxiliary contact Phoebe at
phoebestyron@mac.com

At The Children’s Center of Hamden we have been
mending young hearts and minds since 1833!
Dan Lyga, former Chief Executive Officer, mended hearts and minds for 35 years while employed
at The Children’s Center of Hamden. Dan recently retired and was joined by family, friends and
colleagues at a reception to celebrate his many years of dedication to children.
All agreed that Dan will be most remembered for his kindness.
Thank you to those who contributed to
The Children’s Center in tribute to Dan!
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What’s your Story?
Selma Ward, 1st woman Chief Executive Officer of The Children’s Center in 187 years!
We introduce to you, Selma N. Ward, the 1st woman CEO of The Center! Selma brings two passions in life to her new role:
young people and healthcare. She has a mission to make sure that all the young people coming to the center feel supported and
receive first-rate care. “My vision is to create a foundation for their future success. We have to do that for our youth, regardless
of where they’re coming from or the circumstances that led them to the Children’s Center of Hamden. As humans, we have a
responsibility to all our youth. My hope is that these kids would understand that no matter what is in their past, we are going to
be there to support them. We will not abandon them. We will be here. We have been here for 187 years, and we will continue to
be here,” said Selma. Selma was previously the Chief Financial Officer at Perception Programs, Inc. in Willimantic and the
controller at the The Rectory School in Pomfret. “I approach this role both as a business person and as a mom who sees a need
and can help this organization meet the needs of these children.” Welcome, Selma!

Lew Brown, memories of The Children’s Center in the 1950s
In the early 50s at 12-years-of-age I was diagnosed with Rheumatic Fever, heart, liver and kidney troubles. I lived In a cottage
on campus immediately left of the entrance. I and others with various medical diagnoses received wonderful treatment for our
ailments. Despite being bedridden during my stay I will always be grateful to the medical and social worker staff. I will never
forget Miss Jacobs a small "soft spoken" woman. They all made my home away from home an unforgettable childhood
experience. Medical treatment, school, movies and hot pizza on Friday nights. I was able to return to my family in Hartford,
relatively "fit-as-a-fiddle". I got on and continued life with few restrictions enjoying my teenage years. I'm a
retired news reporter. Today at 78-years-of-age happily married, father of 3-adults; Grand and Great
Grand of 20-children. I reflect and know I'm BLESSED.

Please share your connection to The Children’s Center by emailing slockery@tccoh.org

We are grateful to have so many wonderful friends in the community!
Your generosity has provided great opportunities for even greater kids!
Thank you for continuing the legacy of our founders,
who gave both time and funding to care for all children of the next generation.
Kids Helping Kids at The Children’s Center of Hamden!
Many of the youth at The Children’s Center of Hamden have been busy building LEGO creations thanks
to Girl Scout Troop #60134. Under the guidance of their leaders, Karla Natale and Jen Bojko, nine girls
from the troop collected LEGOs that were later donated to The Center. The girls gained experience in
marketing, public speaking, team work and leadership and their efforts satisfied the requirements for
the Girl Scout Bronze Award - the highest award a Junior Girl Scout can achieve. The troop made fliers,
approached local businesses to enlist their support as collection sites and gathered the LEGOs throughout the surge of the pandemic. The Children’s Center of Hamden is very grateful to receive
the LEGOs and congratulates Troop #60134 on earning your Bronze Award!

“How can I help?”
Pictured below, the Board of the Hamden Woman’s Club.
Two of their members, Jeanette Murdock and Carole
Passarelli have donated an abundance of craft supplies to
keep the children busy with fun during the pandemic.
The Center uses over
1500 masks per month.
All donations for PPE
are most appreciated!
Thank you to the William Caspar Graustein Memorial
Fund for aide to purchase PPE and to the Hamden Rotary
Club for donating masks. Pictured below are Maya Alban,
Rotary, with Sarah Lockery, Director of Development.
Creative artwork by
a student at
Whitney Hall School
reminds us to wear masks.

BOOK DRIVE!
Employees Tiffany Green and Raven Wright-James
are promoting the love of reading
with the girls enrolled in the Marcy
START cottage at The Center.
Books for readers age 8 and older
will create a library
of learning and adventure.
Please contact Raven or Tiffany
if interested in contributing
203-248-2116

Warm Wishes, a program of the Greater New Haven Probus Club
donates blankets to those in need. Selma Ward, CEO graciously
accepts warm wishes for 60 children by
the Club’s, Les Faiman.
Renee Bauer and the Bauer Law Group
are coordinating a drive to purchase
duffle bags for the children to pack their
belongings at discharge. We look
forward to their delivery in November!
Reusable bags at Big Y and Stop and Shop raise $350 for
The Children’s Center! Please enter The Children’s Center
of Hamden as the nonprofit to receive your donation when
purchasing your reusable bags.

Thank you!
The generosity of The Friends of Jimmy Miller
helps provide vocational training opportunities and summer
activities. Pictured below (left) is a youth caring for animals
by cleaning cages at a local shelter and a youth prepping
wood projects for an afterschool program (center).
Dominic Schioppo, Jr (right), from The Friends of Jimmy
Miller, is also a friend to the many youth at The Children’s
Center. Dominic’s attendance at events, encouraging
conversations with youth and personal contributions have
made him one of our brightest STARS!

1400 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06517

THE CHILDREN’S CENTER OF HAMDEN
Treatment services range from 1 hour a week outpatient appointments and afterschool programs to
overnight stays lasting a few days to a few months. Whitney Hall is a special education school for
grades K-12. Much like the wide range of services offered, the children and teens we come to know are
unique and represent a variety of needs.
Please learn more about The Children’s Center of Hamden at www.tccoh.org or call us at 203-248-2116

Outpatient clinic accepts referrals from parents/guardians and those calling on their behalf.

We help 3-18 year olds who are struggling with anxiety, depression, low self-esteem or social concerns, bullying or
being a bully, trauma, grief and loss, anger, fear, problems in school and more.
We also have a team that specializes in teen substance use.
Weekly outpatient appointments are 50 minutes and are similar to going to see your medical doctor.
Youth who need more help, come more often and some youth join us for the afternoon.
A psychiatrist is available for psychiatric evaluations, consultations and medication management.
Please call us if you know a young person in need of help.
Know a teenager trying to have fun without drugs or alcohol?
Call DeeDee to learn about the Teen Peace and Chill Crew
Cell 475-227-5834

Teletherapy available

