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From Selma N. Ward, Chief Executive Officer
Greetings and welcome to the beginnings of spring! In these first 8 months of my tenure
here at The Children’s Center of Hamden, I continue to enjoy the amazing team members
we have to serve the community. While navigating the continuing epidemic, strategizing on
program development, and experiencing lots of staffing changes, we continue to do better
and be better each successive day.
This is an opportune time to introduce the community to our new Chief Operating Officer,
Jennifer Jencks, who brings a wealth of hospital and clinical experience. Another needed
introduction is our new Chief Financial Officer, Anthony Zeolla, who has had his own
practice and has worked in human services. These two individuals help round out the
executive team and will help the Children’s Center of Hamden embark on a robust change
to meet our vision: To build the foundation for the future success of the individuals we serve.
Spring is the time of year to plant the seeds for growth and renewed vigor. Our teams are increasing their
knowledge and quality of care through robust trainings. We continue to seek opportunities to streamline our
processes and maximize technological potential that will allow us to be the premier provider of services in the
greater New Haven area. The new goal of the agency is to be a Center of Excellence. Engaging our core
values of Excellence, Respect, Service, Positivity, and Compassion, we can meet and exceed our
mission. I have shared this before and it bears repeating: None of the work can be accomplished
without the strength and solidarity of the management team. I’m blessed to have a team of
such forte and sustenance to actuate the goals and objectives of this agency. We have an
incredible team of caregivers. Be well, be kind, and take care of one another.
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BECOME A STAR...

In January 2021, The Children’s Center of Hamden participated in a
Joint Commission visit, a requirement every three years to maintain
accreditation. The Joint Commission standards guide The Children’s
Center in continuous process improvements, 365 days a year, that
result in positive outcomes for children and families. The standards are
established in trauma-informed, evidenced-based practices and are
consistent with the agency’s goal to be a Center of Excellence.
The Center has been accredited since 1986. With 35 years of experience
meeting rigorous standards and a history dating back to 1833
The Children’s Center’s roots
are firmly grounded.
We celebrate this accreditation and the
contributions of many who support our
work. Together we are building bigger
and better to help more children and
their families.

A “STAR” is any person, business or group
who wants to brighten the life of a child
at The Children’s Center of Hamden
Donations from our STARS help to
fund summer activities,
holiday wish lists and celebrations!
You can make a wish come true
by becoming a STAR!
Please send a contribution payable
“The Children’s Center of Hamden” to
STAR, 1400 Whitney Ave., Hamden CT 06517
Or donate online at www.tccoh.org
Donations in any amount are most appreciated,
$100 recommended

AND MAKE A WISH
COME TRUE!

Thank you!

PLEASE “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK
AND “SHARE” WITH OTHERS!

March 2021

At The Children’s Center of Hamden we have been
mending young hearts and minds since 1833!

Service
Two members of the Board of Directors, Stearns J. Bryant, Jr and Krista Hart
(pictured right) were recognized for their years of service to The Center with a
statewide essay contest in their names. The winners described how they plan
to help their communities. Eliseo wrote about his efforts to mitigate the spread
of the coronavirus and Aleksia shared how she donates profits from jewelry
sales on Etsy. Daniel, a 3rd grade student, thanked essential employees for
being brave during the pandemic. Pictured (far right) is Tiffany Green, one of
many essential employees at The Children’s Center. Thank you to Hamden
Rotary Club Foundation and Angela Kitchen Sauces for your sponsorships!

Positivity

“My ability to assist children not only allows me the
opportunity to provide them with positive perspectives on
life, but also the time to witness their journey on
understanding the divine differences between “what was,”
“what is,” and “what can be.” Evidence of their spark of
ambition to strive after their goals always proves to be
undeniably rewarding.” Shaneva Gibbs, (left) Children’s
Center of Hamden essential employee, shares her passion
for helping others .

Excellence

Respect
The Center’s progress towards the goals on
the Health Equity Plan continue!
Check out our website for more info!

www.tccoh.org

It is excellent when a child can grow up in a loving home!

Between July 2019– June 2020
 92% of the children who received treatment from the Psychiatric Residential
Treatment Facility and
 93% of the children who were treated by the Extended Day Treatment
Program lived with a family at the time of their discharge!

Compassion
Manuel “Mink” Fernandez, is The Children’s Center 2020 Recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award!
The award recognizes a person who has been employed by the Center for 20+ years and who displays the core values of
excellence, respect, service, positivity and compassion. Mink’s compassion for others is evident by his genuine caring. He has
helped thousands of children and motivated hundreds of colleagues in his 30 years of employment at The Children’s Center. Mink
was presented the award outside so all staff and children could gather at a social distance and surprise him with loud applause!

Left: Mink Fernandez
Right: CEO Selma Ward
presenting Mink with the
award.

What’s your
Story?
Please share your connection to
The Children’s Center!
Email slockery@tccoh.org

We are grateful to have so many wonderful friends in the community!
Your generosity has provided great opportunities for even greater kids!
Thank you for continuing the legacy of our founders,
who gave both time and funding to care for all children of the next generation.
Kids Helping Kids! Thank you to The Majorette & Dance Factory for organizing
a toy drive, Girl Scout Troop 60134 for collecting blankets and the students at
Amity Regional Middle School for collecting funds for gardening supplies!
Please join us in celebrating their adult mentors for modeling kindness and generosity!

We appreciate you, Johnny Johnson, Karla Natale and Jennifer Marganski
While the COVID-19 pandemic requires social
distancing, friends of The Children’s Center
have created connections!
Thank you to Amy Lisi Salon, Rob Glassman
Band, Desktop Publishing, IT Direct, IUOE
Local 478, Montowese Health & Rehabilitation
Center, North Haven Police Dept., Realtor Diane
Popolizio, St. Elizabeth of The Trinity, St. Mary’s Parish of
New Haven, UNITAS Club, UPS, UPS Store and
the wonderful STARS who brightened
the holidays for the children!

Thank you Sororities!
Laney Burditt, Kappa Delta, Quinnipiac Univ
delivered Valentines that surprised children in
the Extended Day Treatment Program. The
girls in the Psychiatric Residential Treatment
Program were treated to boxes and boxes of
hygiene supplies by Delta Sigma Theta, New
Haven Chapter. We enjoyed meeting you Shirley Joyner!
Thank you for your ongoing support!
The Greater New Haven Probus Club has created a
cozy winter with their donations of Bombas socks and
blankets! A donation from The Friends of Jimmy Miller
funds the vocational program,. Thank you also to the
Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, The
Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky Foundation and the
Liberty Bank Foundation.
The Children’s Center Auxiliary creates connections
between members of the community and the children at
the Center. Over the winter holidays, gifts were provided
for 15 children! To learn more, contact Phoebe Styron
phoebestyron@mac.com

Friends of The Children’s Center raise funds
on their birthdays and pay tribute to others.
Its easy and fun! The team at Bauer Law
Group collected over 250 duffle bags and
delivered them with great enthusiasm!

Ways to Give!
The Center was honored to receive toiletries collected
by Leshea Wilson-Schaivone. Leshea coordinates
an annual drive to honor her mom and has donated to
hundreds!
May 4-5, 2021 The Great Give!
Contact Sarah at slockery@tccoh.org to learn how you and
your friends can join this online giving event!

Have a Heart, Give a Heart
Several have joined CEO Selma Ward in donating
towards PPE for essential employees. Donors names are
recognized on hearts at the Center. Thank you to: Elizabeth Bacon,
Maria Brereton, Jeanne Crowley, Drozd Family, Tina Garrity, Krista
Hart, Sarah Lockery, Realtor Diane Popolizio, Hamden Rotary Club,
Walmart and William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund.
Please consider donating. www.tccoh.org

Thank you to the Hamden Art’s Council for displaying
Children’s Center artwork at the
Thorton Wilder Library Vaccination site!

Kids Cottage Director, Naomi Steadman
and Supervisor, Ana Trimble (right)
use art to help children be creative, have fun and
express themselves.

1400 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06517

THE CHILDREN’S CENTER OF HAMDEN
Treatment services range from 1 hour a week outpatient appointments and afterschool programs to
overnight stays lasting a few days to a few months. Whitney Hall is a special education school for
grades K-12. Much like the wide range of services offered, the children and teens we come to know are
unique and represent a variety of needs.
Please learn more about The Children’s Center of Hamden at www.tccoh.org or call us at 203-248-2116

Outpatient clinic accepts referrals from parents/guardians and those calling on their behalf.

We help 3-18 year olds who are struggling with anxiety, depression, low self-esteem or social concerns, bullying or
being a bully, trauma, grief and loss, anger, fear, problems in school and more.
We also have a team that specializes in teen substance use.
Weekly outpatient appointments are 50 minutes and are similar to going to see your medical doctor.
Youth who need more help, come more often and some youth join us for the afternoon.
A psychiatrist is available for psychiatric evaluations, consultations and medication management.
Please call us if you know a young person in need of help.
Know a teenager trying to have fun without drugs or alcohol?
Call DeeDee to learn about the Teen Peace and Chill Crew
Cell 475-227-5834

Teletherapy available

