The Children’s Center of Hamden

1400 Whitney Avenue, Hamden CT 06517
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From the desk of Sarah Lockery, Chief Development and Engagement Officer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hello friends!
For over 25 years, I was responsible for the delivery of services at The Children’s
Center. My role as a senior leader privileged me with an over-arching view of the
organization and opportunities to effectuate change. I have fond memories of
witnessing staff develop and celebrate the impact of their efforts. Much of our
success stemmed from our ability to listen and learn from the children. Our little
warriors fight battles of traumatic memories, symptoms of mental illness, poverty
and racism. And yet, I see these same children playing on swing sets, passing
footballs and caring for seedlings in the greenhouse. Each and every day the
children do the best they can to find hope. They know what they want and if we
listen carefully, we hear what they need. And we learn that life is complicated, that
there are multiple perspectives and that we all are doing the best we can.
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Now, as the agency’s Chief Development and Engagement Officer, I serve as the vehicle that welcomes
you and bridges your kindness and generosity with some of the most vulnerable children in our state.
Your support also connects you to a community of people who share your compassion…a community
that began in 1833. The heartbeat of our history invites us to do this work together.
The Children’s Center of Hamden is entering its 190th year with a renewed
connection to the past. It’s powerful. I feel it. I hope you do too!
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BECOME A STAR...
A “STAR” is any person, business or group
who wants to brighten the life of a child
at The Children’s Center of Hamden
Donations from our STARS help to
fund activities, holiday wish lists
and celebrations!
David Ladd, Board of Directors

Inside this newsletter we appreciate David Ladd,
welcome a new program that helps unite families
and we celebrate
our core values
and friends!

You can make a wish come true
by becoming a STAR!
Please send a contribution payable to
“The Children’s Center of Hamden”
STAR, 1400 Whitney Ave., Hamden CT 06517
Or donate online at www.tccoh.org
Donations in any amount are most appreciated,
$100 recommended

AND MAKE A WISH
COME TRUE!
Question? Please contact Sarah Lockery
slockery@tccoh.org, 203-248-2116, ext. 283

PLEASE “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK
AND “SHARE” WITH OTHERS!

April 2022

At The Children’s Center of Hamden we have been
mending young hearts and minds since 1833!

Service is our mindset at all times

Respect to all who come into

Thank you, David Ladd, for serving on the
Children’s Center Board of Directors from
June 1993-March 2022. For 29 years David
helped govern the agency with dedication to
children and staff. A gentle giant, his wisdom,
wit, knowledge and kindness challenged and
guided agency leadership to continuously be
better. By mentoring many, David changed the
lives of thousands.

contact with the Center

Positivity is our response
Dewar Wilson, Tiffany Green and
Ana Trimble, employees and founders
of the Staff Appreciation Committee,
added some sweetness to Valentine’s
Day with cookies and treats.

Former employee Emily Aber and husband,
Robert Wechsler, are ongoing supporters
of The Children’s Center.
Their recent gift is funding a workshop
series for the boys enrolled in the
Psychiatric Residential Treatment
program. Jay Kemp (another former
employee!) and now Certified Health and
Wellness Coach will
show the boys how
to identify selfdefeating beliefs
and to transform
those thoughts into
self empowerment.

Thank you to Board members, Claudia
Grantham and Elizabeth M. Bacon
for sponsoring the committee!

Excellence is provided in the services offered
A note of gratitude
to Mr. Woody, a therapist in the
Extended Day Treatment
Program.

Compassion is the driver for all we do
The Quality Parenting Center (QPC) was filled with compassion when
employees and guests celebrated the reunifications of Two families!
DCF Commissioner Vannessa Dorantes shared a memory she had of a
family singing happy birthday to their child in a DCF office. She
contrasted that to the home-like setting the QPC offers to families
and children in foster care.
Surrounded by her team, QPC Manager Ana Trimble, cut the opening
ribbon with Commissioner Dorantes and State Representative Robyn
Porter. Hamden Mayor Lauren Garrett joined the festivities with her
daughter and welcomed guests
with QPC Director Ismaila
Musah and Board member,
Claudia Grantham.

The Children’s Center’s
5 Core Values
Excellence
Respect
Service
Positivity
Compassion

Mission Statement

The Children’s Center of Hamden is a
behavioral health organization dedicated
to helping individuals of all cultural
backgrounds achieve their highest level
of functioning through
quality treatment, education and care.

We are grateful to have so many wonderful friends in the community!
Your generosity has provided great opportunities for even greater kids!
Thank you for continuing the legacy of our founders,
who gave both time and funding to care for all children of the next generation.

A generous donation from
Bob’s Discount Furniture Foundation
helped to decorate the living room of
the Casa Rios Group Home.

UPCOMING EVENTS-JOIN US!
May 4-5, 2022 Great Give: This annual on-line giving
event involves hundreds of nonprofits and thousands of donors.
As you join others in this day of giving, please consider
The Children’s Center of Hamden

June 11, 2022 Hamden Fest
Please visit our booth at this fun-filled event
organized by the Hamden Chamber of
Commerce. We will be giving away 200
FREE medication lock boxes to prevent
suicide and overdose. First come-first serve.

Oct 3, 2022 Golf Tournament
It’s our 30th Annual Golf Tournament!
Please join us on the course at the New Haven
Country Club. To register or sponsor the event,
please contact Sarah at slockery@tccoh.org or
203-248-2116, ext. 283

Donations from The Daniel and
Sharon Milikowsky Family
Foundation will promote
Sharon’s interest in reading.
A recent gift will fund a book
signing and workshop series with Cindy Cadet, children’s book
author (pictured above). Cindy encourages youth to read more,
write well and dream BIG!

Kids Helping Kids!
The children enjoyed a variety of toys and
games that were dropped off by Elizabeth
and Erin Knapp, members of the North
Haven High School National Honor Society.
The students organized a successful
toy drive for the Center.

Thank you to all!
Vocational opportunities are expanding!
Thanks to funding from the Friends of Jimmy Miller
and the Bob Gates Memorial Fund, an
agency pizza truck will soon be ready for
students in the culinary arts program
to visit your event! Stay tuned!
A grant from the Ion Bank Foundation will add T-shirt
design and printing as vocational training options.
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
supports agency efforts by sponsoring trainings
and providing gifts from donor-advised funds.
Thank you!

Healing Through Music
Iddi Saaka, entertained a captivated
audience of children and staff with
story telling, music and dance.
Thank you to Arts for Learning
for sponsoring the event!
A generous donation from Mark Lobato, in
tribute to his son Gabriel, will help children
heal with music. The Children’s Center is
honored to join Mark and his family in this
celebration of Gabriel’s life.

1400 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06517

The children’s center of Hamden
Treatment services range from 1 hour a week outpatient appointments and afterschool programs to
overnight stays lasting a few days to a few months. Whitney Hall is a special education school for
grades K-12. Much like the wide range of services offered, the children and teens we come to know are
unique and represent a variety of needs.
Please learn more about The Children’s Center of Hamden at www.tccoh.org or call us at 203-248-2116

Outpatient clinic accepts referrals from parents/guardians and those calling on their behalf.

We help 3-18 year olds who are struggling with anxiety, depression, low self-esteem or social concerns, bullying or
being a bully, trauma, grief and loss, anger, fear, problems in school and more.
We also have a team that specializes in teen substance use.
Weekly outpatient appointments are 50 minutes and are similar to going to see your medical doctor.
Youth who need more help, come more often and some youth join us for the afternoon.
A psychiatrist is available for psychiatric evaluations, consultations and medication management.
Please call us if you know a young person in need of help.
Know a teenager trying to have fun without drugs or alcohol?
Call DeeDee to learn about the Teen Peace and Chill Crew
Cell 475-227-5834

Teletherapy available

